
Woodland Star International School Class Size and Composition Policy

Woodland Star International School (WSS) is a small, progressive international school in Kenya. It is a place
of respect for the individual and value for diversity in the midst of dynamic cultural and interpersonal
exchange. We recognize that each child is on their own educational journey, and as such each student is at
their own unique place on their learning continuum.

Class Size

Our holistic and child-centered philosophy demands a highly individualized and differentiated approach to
learning, which requires small class sizes and a small teacher-to-student ratio.

The maximum class size at WSS is fifteen (15) students per home-room class (village).

In the Early Years classes, where some students may only come three days per week or half-days, the
maximum class size of fifteen (15) students may be exceeded, depending on the exact make-up of the
student group.

Where space in a full class is occupied by one or more children of WSS staff members, the maximum class
size of fifteen (15) students may be exceeded.

Class Composition

Multi-age: All classes at WSS are multi-age in nature, placing students in learning groups that are deemed
best for their continued academic, social and emotional development, without being constrained by the
traditional approach to grade-levels primarily based on age.

Developmental leveling: Home-room compositions are determined by holistic developmental progress
(academic, social and emotional), rather than by age. It is therefore possible and likely for an overlap of
learning levels to exist between different home-room classes. Furthermore, it is possible (and not
uncommon) that a student may continue in the same home-room class for multiple years (generally not
more than two), and thereby may not necessarily move from one class to the next on an annual basis.
(Please note: This is not indicative of a lack of student growth/progress in mastering of skills or content, and
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does not equate to the repetition of an academic year).

Students may be grouped further in the core learning areas of Literacy and Mathematics, based on their
developmental level in each of these specific learning areas.

Home-room class compositions and subject-specific student groupings (Literacy and Mathematics) are
revisited on an annual basis (although in individual cases changes may be considered termly), taking into
consideration the progress of each child on their learning continuum, the (holistic) needs of each child, and
the dynamics of the student group. While the counsel and guidance of parents and other educational
specialists may be sought in determining the best fit for a child in specific cases, the school holds the final
decision in placing a child where deemed best for both the student and the school.

Neurodiversity: As part of our educational philosophy, we welcome and celebrate neurodiversity within
each class room. We value and embrace all students, including students with special educational needs and
gifted students with special learning needs. These are considered on a case-by-case basis, so as to ensure
that an appropriate balance of varying levels of neurodiversity is maintained in each class room.
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