
   
Woodland Star International School Sun Protection Policy

Woodland Star International School is situated just south of the equator and at an approximate altitude of
2250m/7400ft.  As  such,  exposure  to  the  sun  and  harmful  UV  radiation  can  at  certain  times  of  year  be
considerable. Research, and the experience of people who have lived in our surrounding area for a long time,
indicate that childhood and adolescent sun exposure is an important contributing factor to long-term skin and
eye damage and the potential development of skin cancer and eye deficiencies. 

While we are fortunate to have a campus with much shade, our Sun Protection Policy has been implemented
to ensure that all students are further protected from damage caused by UV raditation from the sun, as per
the below guidelines and practices:

1. The WSS Sun Protection Policy is to be implemented throughout the year, with particular emphasis on
sunny days and the months of October - February.

2. Early Years students: 
a) It is compulsory for all Early Years students to have a hat at school that protects their face, neck and

ears, i.e. a broad-brimmed, legionnaire or bucket hat. (See point 2.d) below for exceptions.)
b) This hat is to be kept in the class room, to be labeled with the child's name, and to be worn when

outside (unless deemed unnecessary by the teacher).
c) Students without a hat will be asked to stay in a shady area that is protected from the sun.
d) Parents may choose to 'opt out' of the WSS Sun Protection Policy, with the understanding that their

children will be strongly encouraged to remain in shady areas when outside.
3. Primary and Middle Years students:

a) It is not compulsory for students to wear hats when outside, but it is strongly encouraged.
b) Where  parents  would  like  their  child(ren)  to  wear  a  hat  when  outside,  it  is  the  primary

responsibility of the child to ensure that it is worn (with the support of teachers).
4. Sunscreen: Parents, particularly of Early Years students, are encouraged to provide sunscreen (SPF30

or higher) for their children while at school. This will be applied under the aid and guidance of teachers
(when necessary) as per the manufacturer's guidelines.

5. Sunglasses: Where practical and/or deemed necessary, students are encouraged to wear close-fitting,
wrap-around sunglasses that cover as much of the eye area as possible.
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