
WSS Illness Policy

The  WSS  Illness  Policy  serves  to  provide  a  healthy  and  safe  environment  for  our  students  and  staff.
Unfortunately illnesses are not uncommon in school environments, and may at times require a child to
remain at home to prevent further spread of infection to other children and staff, and to allow the child
time to rest, recover and obtain appropriate treatment. While we understand that a child's illness at home
can  impact  schedules  and  routines  for  both  parents  and  children,  we  request  that  parents  familiarize
themselves and abide by the WSS Illness Policy as outlined below.

As the severity of symptoms can often change rapidly when children are ill,  it  can be difficult to know
whether or not a child is well enough to go to school. In general, the following guidelines should be followed
in determining whether a child is well enough to attend school. 

General: 

He/she:
 is still interested in playing
 is eating and drinking well
 is alert and smiling at you
 has a normal skin colour and no unexplained rashes
 has no fever (under 100°F/37.8°C) for at least 24 hours after the last fever-reducing medication
 has had no vomiting or diarrhea for at least 24 hours
 displays only mild cold symptoms (severe symptoms like persistent cough, thick coloured nasal 

discharge, trouble breathing, sore throat, earache, swollen glands or voice changes warrant a 
doctor’s visit and stay at home to rest and recover)

Contagious Conditions (see more information below): 

Head  lice,  scabies,  impetigo,  chicken pox,  strep  throat,  measles,  rubella,  mumps,  whooping  cough,
meningitis and some forms of conjunctivitis (pink eye) are contagious and must be properly treated and
no longer contagious (cleared by medical practitioner) before a child may return to school. Parents are
expected to notify the school if  their child has a contagious condition so that other parents can be
notified. 
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 Strep Throat: A strep infection requires a doctor’s visit and medication, and can lead to a more serious
illness if not properly treated. The child may return to school after 24 hours of antibiotic treatment and
no fever for 24 hours.

 Conjunctivitis (pink eye): A child may return to school 24 hours after treatment begins and eyes are
free of discharge.

 Head lice:  Due to the nature of our interactive classrooms and the number of collaborative work
spaces and activities, if the school finds signs of lice (nits/eggs) - subject to confirmation by our clinical
officer-  a parent may be asked to pick up their child immediately to begin treatment. If parents detect
lice at home, they are expected to let the school know immediately so that the rest of the students in
the class may be checked. 
Your child may return to school after treatment and removal of all live lice and nits from the hair.

 Ring worm: A child may return to school after treatment begins. The affected area should be covered
while in school for the first 48 hours of treatment.

 Bacterial Skin Infection (e.g. Impetigo / Staph / MRSA):  A child may return to school once cleared by
the medical  provider,  at  least  24 hours  after  treatment  starts.  The affected area (wound)  must  be
covered with dressing taped on all  4  sides  until  the wound is  closed/no longer draining.  Please be
mindful to thoroughly clean clothing and other items coming to school as they can transmit infection
indirectly.

If a child has been out of school due to illness, parents are asked to consider whether he/she is well
enough to be outdoors (and in the cold and wet) before the child is sent back to school (since at WSS
the outdoors serves as an extended classroom). Additionally, parents are expected to reinforce teaching
their child(ren) to handle tissues for coughing, sneezing and nose blowing, and establish good hand
washing techniques and practices at home. 

Vaccinations:

WSS  encourages  parents  to  be  aware  of  vaccination  guidelines as  provided  by  the  World  Health
Organization.  As part of the enrollment process WSS requires full disclosure of vaccination status for
each child.
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https://www.who.int/ith/vaccines/en/

