
WSS Homework Policy 

At Woodland Star School, we promote well-balanced, meaningful lives inside and outside of the classroom.
Education,  in  its  many forms,  comes from a variety  of  sources.  Involvement in a  range of  after-school
activities such as dance, music, sports, and drama is encouraged. In addition, young developing minds need
the opportunity to rest, explore, imagine, and wander. As a school, we recognize the value of family time in
moral and character development, as well as other forms of enrichment.

Homework is widely discussed internationally. As research in this area continues, there are acknowledged
educational guidelines that we support at Woodland Star School. These recommendations vary depending
on age.  As  a  school,  we recognize  the benefits  of  the following after-school  work:  reading,  discussion,
unfinished classwork, working memory activities, projects, and ASAs (after-school activities).

Teachers will coordinate the days they assign homework in order to avoid overwhelming the student on a
particular day. Should students have homework that requires more time (refer to “Amount and Frequency”
below), conflicts with family activities or independent reading, or if certain homework frustrates your child,
please communicate these concerns with your child’s teacher.

Early years students do not receive homework, apart from occasional, simple and fun activities. Assigning
homework in the lower primary years is optional for the teacher. For the lower primary years, we support
the notion that “less is more.”

Homework is  an extension of  the learning process that takes place in school for  middle year students.
Homework consists of literacy (reading and writing) and Math & STEM assignments. After-school work may
also include preparing for presentations and performances, collaborating with other students, researching
topics, and working on projects. Homework tasks are designed to encourage students to develop good work
habits, including self-management and organization. They also seek to enhance working memory through
practice.

WSS Homework Policy - Revised August 2018



Amount and Frequency

The  following  chart  stipulates  the  maximum (not  required)  homework  time per  grade  level.  Based  on
research, Woodland Star School follows the “10-Minute Rule.” This guideline prescribes a maximum of 10
minutes of homework per grade level per night, for all subjects combined. Please note that this  does not
include reading or after-school activities, and that due to the nature of our multi-age/multi-grade classes,
some variance and flexibility within each village classroom is required and to be expected. 

The following chart is an adaptation of the above rule for our village classrooms.

Maximum Homework Time Per School Night   (excluding reading)

PY1 & PY2 10-20 minutes

PY3 20-30 minutes

PY4 30-40 minutes

MY 40-50 minutes

Parent-school partnership and action points

Woodland Star School believes that parents ought to be fully invested in the homework philosophy of the
school, and that a healthy parent-school partnership is essential for realizing the benefits of homework.

As such, parents are expected to:

 understand and support the school's approach to homework
 communicate openly any related concerns or questions directly to the child's teacher and thereafter,

if still necessary, to the management of the school
 encourage their child to work independently, unless otherwise stated in the homework
 assist with homework when needed (e.g. clarification of a question, practicing multiplication tables,

etc.)
 not correct every question in an assignment. Missed problems will  indicate to the teacher which

areas the child needs assistance in
 have a desk space in a quiet, well-lit area for their child to complete their homework in
 be available to listen to their child read, or read to them
 engage with their child in a discussion about what they learned at school
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